As some of you know I have been lucky enough to be asked to serve on the Planning Team for next year's Episcopal Youth Event, or EYE, in America. Like me some of you would have been involved in hosting Youth across Europe, YAE and Juniors Across Europe JAE here in Clermont Ferrand, well EYE is a much bigger version. I would just like to explain a little about my experience of EYE and my continued involvement.

Two years ago, with another girl from the Paris Cathedral, I went to America for the first time.  Once every three years the Episcopal Church holds a large youth event called EYE, this stands for Episcopal Youth Event, and Mathilde and I were the first ever youth to represent our convocation at this exciting event.  I had just turned 16. 

The event was held in Oklahoma City, based at the university, and the 4 days were jam packed with activities, reflection, praxis sessions and worship.  Path to Peace was the theme, to love God and to focus on peace-making and reconciliation.  In fact, on the first day we held a massive worship session and I was lucky enough to carry the banner for the Episcopal Churches in Europe.


This first Eucharist was an opportunity to meet youth from other parts of the Episcopal Church. To worship with other young people, and many clergy in such a large space was a different but joyful experience for me. Much of the music was new to me, with a live band leading the worship songs but it was fun and the best sermon was given by Bishop Curry, Throughout EYE we had several opportunities to worship but the one of the most rewarding opportunities for me was to listen to and participate in praxis sessions with a variety of different organizations, as well as to learn from the various inspirational speakers who talked to the larger group.

[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the smaller sessions was led by Bishop Curry and he talked about the Jesus Movement, and how Jesus did nothing but love and care for all of us. He was a mesmerizing speaker and very approachable.  

One of the most moving experiences was listening to the testimony of three people who were directly affected in one way or another by the Oklahoma City bombing. It was hard to listen to but each one had a positive and uplifting message from their story. These talks had particular relevance to our visit to Oklahoma City the next day when we visited, among other places the Oklahoma City National Memorial Museum and later that evening the City memorial.  That evening we processed from one part of the city to the site of the Memorial and we arrived in darkness to participate in Compline.  We reflected on our day’s experiences in candlelight, glow sticks actually. The Memorial depicts the time immediately before the bombing, 0901 and the time immediately after the bombing 0903 and how life changed dramatically for Oklahoma City in those2 minutes.  The 168 people who died are each represented by a permanent chair at the memorial site.  It was a very moving experience.

However, for me the inspiring talks and break out session with the youth from Kids4peace was the most relevant and interesting to me.  This is a grassroots interfaith movement dedicated to ending conflict and inspiring hope in Jerusalem and other divided societies around the world.  To achieve this mission, their programmes build interfaith communities that embody a culture of peace and empower a movement for change.  We listened to Adam and Charlie, a Jewish Israeli and a Lutheran Palestinian talk about their mistrust of their respective communities but how their friendship and trust grew from their joint involvement in Kids4peace.  We also heard from 17-year-old Lana, who is a Muslim and an Iraqi refugee now settled in Vermont. 

What did I experience from this?  To worship in large numbers and sometimes in Spanish was enlightening.  Where I worship, both in my school chapel in England and here at Christ church it is very comforting, it is home and I love it but this showed me how to worship in a different way.  I learnt how important it is to use love in all its ways, to build bridges within communities, within friendship groups at school that sometimes have cracks, and to try to inspire my generation to reduce conflict where ever it may be. 

The next EYE is next July and I hoped I could be involved again in some way and I was lucky enough to be chosen to be on the Youth Planning Team, I am the first person from Europe and I will be part of a 12 man planning team for this huge event. This requires me to be in the States for 3 planning meetings in October, January and April.  EYE have kindly said that they will pay for travel and accommodation costs. The event itself will be in Washington DC and is held in conjunction with Howard University and the National Cathedral in Washington. At the moment, I don't know much more about my role but there are a number of ministries, such as worship team, hospitality team etc, I will have to wait until I get there to find out more and to see which ministry may be best for me.

When I return to church after my meetings I would be happy to let you know what I’ve been up to.  Please keep me in your prayers as I navigate this next year - I pray that I can contribute something useful to this planning team that will make EYE 2020 a memorable event for all the youth attending. This opportunity would not have come my way if it hadn't have been for the support and love of this particular community of Christ Church.  Thank you.
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